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are still to be detected, in Mr. Dawes's drawing. Hut
they have passed further south, and no longer hide
the shores of Dawes Ocean.

The Padre Secchi of the Collegio Romano states,
that he has often noticed similar appearances, while
observing Mars with the fine refractor in the observa-
tory of that institution.

But yet another peculiarity of the same sort remains
to be mentioned. Mars, as I have said, has his winter
and summer seasons. Since we know the position of
the Martial equator upon his surface, we can tell what
season is in progress in either hemisphere at any given
time. Now it has been noticed, that when it is winter
in one hemisphere, and therefore summer in the other,
the former hgnisphere is nearly always hidden from
view by just such a veil as I have spoken of above.

I may remark, in passing, that this peculiarity has
led many observers to form very erroneous impressions
respecting the distribution of land and water over the
surface of Mars* Seeing one hemisphere covered for
weeks together with whitish light, they have concluded
that there are no oceans there; and if they have no
other opportunity of observing the planet, the mistaken
impression remains, and is published to the world with
all the authority of the observer's name.

Now what is this veil which, sometimes for a few
hours or days, at others for months together, is drawn
over the features of the Martial globe ? Have we any
terrestrial analogies, by means of which we may in-
terpret this phenomenon ?
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